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THE UNVEILING OF OUR NEW STATE OF THE ART S.T.E.A.M. WING

RPHS held the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the new STEAM wing on the evening of January 10th.  The opening of this 

newly renovated space is a wonderful opportunity for our students, staff and community. The new STEAM wing 

features four new classrooms: a Woodshop, an Engineering and Design Lab, an Architecture Classroom and a Robotics and 

Computer Science classroom. 

A  group of high school students enrolled in the high school’s Summer Studio Architecture Program developed the 

design for the renovation of the wing.  The team of students, taught by Mrs. Angelena Hreczny, assessed the existing 
space and created an updated floor plan for architect review. They created interior elevations and sections in order to 

help create a proper depiction of the space. They created architect-ready drawings and renderings of the wing. The 
students worked on the materials, finishes and furniture for the space, created 3D models of the space and provided an 

initial cost analysis of the project. The students presented their drawings and plan for the space to the Board of Education 
in December of 2017 and by June of 2018 construction began on the project, and on January 10th was the grand opening! 
The high school wants to thank the Board of Education and all involved for making this dream a reality. 

Now finished, students are taking classes in Woodshop, Engineering, Computer Science, and Architecture in the new 

space. They are working on projects in the area of Fashion Design, Architectural Design, Photography, Graphic 

Design, Music Production Software Development, Coding, 2D and 3D CAD Design and Biotechnology. They are building 

robots for inter-school competitions throughout the state and for the Technology Student Association competitions. 

The opportunities for student-centered learning are endless thanks to this new space. Photos and a diagram  are below. 

Diagram of the new STEAM wing 

  Woodshop   Engineering   Architectural Design   Robotics & Computer Science 



HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

2 

GOOD FOOD - GOOD TIMES AT THE SR. SR. HOLIDAY PARTY!

R oselle Park senior citizens had a memorable time interacting with high school seniors and district staff at the annual Senior-Senior 

Holiday Social. The event was sponsored by The Roselle Park Board of Education and co-sponsored by The Roselle Park Education 

Association. Superintendent Pedro Garrido and Director of Curriculum, James Salvo, joined other school administrators in the 

festivities. High School principal Sarah Costa raffled off gifts that were donated by the RPEA. High school cafeteria staff, Danielle Dodge, 

Gerri Gregory, Sue Parenteau and Sondra McDonough prepared an array of sandwiches, wraps, salads, and punch. Wendy Battaglia, Linda 

Greer and Barbara Delnero helped to serve the food. Students provided the desserts and under the supervision of SASS Advisor Judyth 

Kurz, Student Council Advisors Melissa Rinaldi-Hahn and Ryan Flatley, helped with table setting, and serving. Under the direction of 

Eric Witkowski, the high school choir performed a lovely rendition of holiday music. Decorations were provided by art teacher Terri 

Scutro and the high school art students.  Thanks to everyone for their contributions, time and talents in helping to provide a memorable 

afternoon for all!  Some of the highlights of the party are pictured below. 

20TH INDUCTION INTO NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETIES 

T he World Language Department held its twentieth annual induction ceremony into the 

French and the Spanish National Honor Societies. Thirty-seven students were 
inducted into La Vida Es Sueño, the RPHS chapter of Spanish Honor Society. Nine students 

of French were inducted into the local chapter of the National French Honor Society. The 
candle lighting ceremony was attended by family and friends of the inductees, followed by a 

reception. At the end of the ceremony, former Roselle Park High School graduate and 

valedictorian, Halisa Gjokaj, gave an inspirational speech. 

T o qualify for membership into the Honor Societies, students must be enrolled in the 
third, fourth or fifth year of their chosen language and have achieved an A average for 

each year for the two previous consecutive years. Students must have demonstrated an 
excellence in their command of the spoken and written language and an appreciation for 

the cultures that they studied. Honor cords will be awarded at graduation to members who 
continue to achieve excellence in a world language class.  

French Honor Society Inductees: Camille Adrien*, Julianna Anderson, Pamela Andrade- 

Maldonado, Sebastian Barajas, Juliana Chaverra Bedoya, Brianna Feliciano, Jon-Vincent 
Gonzalve, Amanda Obszarny, Anabell Peralta.  See photo upper, left. 

Spanish Honor Society Inductees: Jessica Ahedo*,  Kanwal Alvi, Olivia Amato, Maitri Amin, 

Jasmine Bayot, Jessica Castillo*, Valerie Castro*, Jason Chen, Emma Cieslinski, Michelle 
Contreras, Kelly Cuadrado, Sabina Dukaj, Collin Goumalatsos, Michele Kamienski, David 

Linares*, Sarah Lippin, Perla Luna, Leo Martinez, Madison Martinez, Arianna Mayorga*, Amy 
Montana, Madyson Nogueira, Bianca Ortega*, Hailey Ortega*, Anna Papadopolous*, Esha 

Patel, Daniela Perez, Brianna Pinchinat, Erica Pino, Samantha Randazzo, Rebeca Rodriguez, 
Matthew Rojas*, Emilie Romero*, Gabrielle Scott, Julia Silva*, Nimmy Thomas, Rony Uribe. 
See photo lower, left. 
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MORE HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

BECOME A CRISIS CENTER COUNSELOR 

C risis Center is a college prep level class that is available for juniors and seniors 

on an application basis.  This class opened up in 1988 at a time when there was 

an increase in fighting and concerns of emotional distress for youth at the high 

school. To become a Crisis Center counselor, those accepted into this leadership 

based role, give up a week during the summer and weekend in the fall for training in 

crisis intervention, negotiation, mediation, problem solving, counseling and to 

identify the psycho/social causes of violence and identifying high risk behaviors. The 

Crisis Center staff attend a 48 hour retreat on a camp grounds, in which the students 

continue to work on their leadership and peer counseling skills. See photo at right. 

COLLEGE REP THURSDAYS 
 

R PHS is hosting college representatives on 

Thursdays during lunch, which started on 

February 7.  The schedule is as follows: 

  

Savannah College of Art and Design - February 7 

Fairleigh Dickinson - Florham - February 14 

Bloomfield College - February 21 

Mercy College - March 7 

Suffolk University - March 14 

University of the Science - March 21 

West Virginia University - March 28 

Mount Saint Mary College - April 4 

United States Naval Academy - April 11 

Manhattanville College - April 25 

COLLEGE STUDENTS VISIT RPHS 
 

O n January 9, RPHS welcomed the Howard University Alumni club to 

campus. Six college seniors currently attending Historically Black 

Colleges and Universities spoke to students about their experiences 

and shared advice on the college search process. See photos above. 

CREATIVE ROUTES FOR A MINIATURE ROBOT 

A rt I students created visually pleasing routes for a miniature robot who was coded to read colors in different commands.  

The students worked in groups where they competed in having the most successful commands on a creative route.       

In the photo at top, left, from l to r, students Jacobo Conde, Valeria Menoni, Wendy Ahedo, and Jahriza Pinero hold their 

route’s theme, “Under the Sea”.  

R esearching masks throughout time from different countries around the globe, students in Advanced Art class chose one 

to write about, design and build. The group photo, above, center, shows five of the Advanced Art students displaying 

their completed cultural masks: Luke Bockenhauer, Jaida Herrera, Isis Gonzalez, Joseph Ortiz and Jennifer Melendez.     

In the photo top, right, from l to r are Kimberly Cooney, Carolina Pereira, Yarisleida Garcia and Emily Tribiano, created a 

corn maze of characters from “The Wizard of Oz.” 

HAVE YOU HEARD …. 

  The new and improved middle, high school and district guidance web-pages are now up and running. You can find helpful 

academic, career and social/emotion resources at www.rpsd.org 
 

    High school teachers and counselors worked together to provide 9th and 12th grade health students with lessons on 

stress management and coping techniques.  
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Above: Ms. Melissa Malone’s and 
Mrs. Dina Cashin’s first grade 

classes completed a holiday 
STEM challenge.  Students built 

a tree using 100 cups! 

Above:  Melissa Malone, EJF-
Aldene’s Teacher of the Year, 

with her first grade class.  

THE MYSTERY OF ENERGY AND MOTION  

S tudents from Mrs. Alexandra Martinho’s class work on a Mystery Science Experiment on Energy and Motion.     

Pictured above, at left, from l to r are Victor Solar Castillo, Sebastian Santana and Sofya Timura.                   

Pictured above, center, from  l to r are Shantton Menes Ramirez, Matthew Monge, Madison Rycyk.             

Pictured above, at right, from l to r are Jovan Lakic, Motaz Dorgham, Catalina Quintela . 

Above: Mrs. Dina Cashin’s first 
grade class practiced fact 

families in math centers. 

Above: Mrs.  Dina Cashin’s 
first grade class completed a 

fict ion and nonfiction 
scavenger hunt. 

Above: Students in Ms. 

Nicole Quaglia’s fifth 
grade class share their 

daily greetings during 
morning meeting.   

Above: Fourth grade students 
in Ms. Judith Nese’s class 

work on identifying story 
elements in poetry. 

Above: Two students in 
Ms. Judith Nese’s class 

read poetry together to 
identify story elements.    

Above: Fifth grade 

students in Ms. Jessica 

Rozewski ’s  class work 

in math workshop. 

Pictured above, at left: The EJF-Aldene Student Character Council created 
a presentation on how students can be helpful. Their slide show included 

examples such as Guidance Counselor Caroline Robbins helping a student 
Pictured above, at right: Sergeant Harms, who helps with arrival and 

dismissal daily. 
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TOP 10 PREDICTIONS FOR 2019 AND BEYOND 

M r. Steven Lahullier, elementary school technology teacher at our Robert Gordon School, and doctoral candidate in the 

Educational Technology Leardership program at the New Jersey City University, had his article, ‘Top 10 Predictions for 

2019 and Beyond’ published in the Tech & Learning Magazine in January. The complete article can be found at             

https://www.techlearning.com/resources/top-10-tech-predictions-for-2019-and-beyond.  We listed Steven’s ten predictions below.  

1) The continued push for Coding in the classroom 

2) Virtual Reality fades: Unless a less expensive method of delivering virtual reality resources in the classrooms surfaces,   

        virtual reality would be on its way out.   

3) 1:1 Devices: The arrival of the Chromebook made it possible for students to have a device around $200. Cheaper devices 

will allow more schools to adopt and maintain 1:1 programs in the future. 

4) Learning with Video Games that are fun for students, yet also have an educational purpose, could be significantly 

beneficial. The games found on Code.org and Minecraft for Education are examples of how this can be done right.   

5) An increase in Blended Learning Environments: This may be more of a long-term prediction, but it’s on the horizon.   

6) An increase in Data-Driven Instruction: Web apps that track student data to drive instruction are already being used.    

While tests are important, there’s more to education than assessments.  

7) Wearable Technology: This trend will continue to grow. Wearable devices could be excellent classroom tools if   

implemented carefully and correctly.  

8) 3D Printing: Prices are already becoming more reasonable to purchase 3D Printers and supplies, making it possible for 

every  school to have a 3D Printer for its STEM classes.  

9) Robotics: Similar to 3D Printing, the design process of making and tinkering with robots and robotic components is 

beneficial to students of all ages and can spark student interest in STEM careers.  

10) Increased Vocational Training: With mounting student debt and a sometimes difficult job market facing college graduates, 

look for an increase in students enrolling in vocational programs in their high schools.      

Above: The children in Mrs. Jennifer Bates’ Pre-K class 

discovered new play doh tools including snowman and 
snowflake cutters to go along with their winter theme.   

Above: Mrs. Kristen Saunders’ 
kindergarten class  used Mystery 
Science and other research tools 
to learn about Penguins. We 
created a KLEWS chart, to show 
what we learned. We loved 
learning about penguins! 

Above: Ms. Brooke Provino’s Pre-K 
students engage in dramatic play in 
their new classroom!  Pictured from l 
to r are Jeremiah Montanez, Charly 
Luna, Jadalyn Isabel and Grace 
Chemidlin. 

Above: Mrs. Dawn Warren’s kindergarten 
class learned about Abe Lincoln. They 
watched videos, read magazines, and 
made a special craft! They crumbled bits 
of brown tissue paper to enhance their 
fine motor skills and made Lincoln’s 
beard and wrote a fact about his life! 
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Above: Students in Mrs. Dawn Marie 

Warren’s kindergarten class  read a 
story about an elf who couldn’t find the 

right job at the North Pole.  The 
students wrote about what kind of jobs 

they would like if they were elves! 

Above: Pre-K students in  

Mrs. Bates’ Pre-k class 
building structures and 

ramps with the wooden 
blocks in the block area.  

https://www.techlearning.com/resources/top-10-tech-predictions-for-2019-and-beyond


Above: The Sherman 
School PTA generously 

donated a new water 
bottle-filling-fountain for 

the student cafeteria. 

Above: First grade 
students in Ms. Bernadine 

Scholz’s class learn 
about Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.   

Above: Students in 
Mrs. Amber Ingenito’s 

kindergarten class 
learn about Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

FIFTH GRADERS BUILDING BRIDGES 

D uring our visit to the High School Makerspace, 5th graders 
from 5C were instructed by two high school students to 

complete an engineering project. They worked together in 

groups to design bridges. Their goal was to build a bridge with 
straws and tape that could support the weight of books using 

the least amount of straws possible. After the bridges were 
built, they were tested with several books. The winning bridge 
held 16 books and was made of 27 straws.  See photos above.  

Above: The Roselle Park Police 
D e p a r t m e n t  g e n e r o u s l y 

provides The Officer Phil 
Program for students in grades 

K-4 to learn about the 
importance of being respectful, 

safe, and hard working. 

Above: Kindergarten 
students in Mrs. 

Michelle Pfeiffer's class 
working in math 

centers. 

Above: Students in 
S h e r m a n  S c h o o l 

joined the Roselle Park 
Councilmen and women 

in writing Christmas 
cards to Veterans. 

Above: The second grade 
classes are creating a mural 

for Black History Month. 

Above: The Sherman School 
Student Counsel organized a 

week of events for The Great 
Kindness Challenge. They had 

a wrap up celebration on 
February 1. 
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Above: Fifth grade students from 5S visit the High School 
Makerspace.  See photos above and below. 

A CHALLENGE FOR KINDNESS 

T he Sherman School Student Council initiated, 

“The Great Kindness Challenge” by recognizing 

Detective Medrano for his work as a LEAD (Law 

Enforcement Against Drug) instructor. As an act of 

kindness and to show their appreciation of the 

efforts of the RPPD to protect and serve our 

community, the students presented the officers 

with a care package.  See the two photos at left. 
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 ROBERT GORDON’S CREATIVE ART PROJECTS   

A ll the art classes at Robert Gordon have been busy, working conscientiously on many different projects. Pre-K students have 

been working on “Lines”. They learned about how a line starts out as a dot and goes for a walk making shapes and creating 

pictures. After discussing diverse cultures, kindergarteners generated “Eskimos”. First grade students learned about artist Claes 

Oldenburg who is known as the reigning  King of Pop Sculpture since the early 1960s. Claes inspired their yummy 3-D treats,    

“Ice Cream Cones”. Second graders were inspired to make “Cats”, after learning about artist Lauren Burch.  Third grade classes 

created “Origami Boats” in addition to a thought-provoking ‘Seascape’ using torn paper and collaging it together, while learning 

key elements and techniques to make interesting compositions. Fourth graders are learning about Pop-Art and Roy Lichtenstein, 

using Ben Day Dots to create a “Self-Portrait”.  Fifth grade classes have been composing “Woven Tree Landscapes” using the four 

characteristics (horizon line, foreground, middle-ground and background) and techniques needed to make a successful piece.      

In addition to all in-class projects, fifth grade Enrichment Art students learned about the human figure, creating their own 

“Plaster in Motion” person. The third grade Enrichment Art students are making their own African Masks after a history lesson. 

Students in the Art Beyond the Classroom Art Club were busy at work making seasonal decorations and creating bulletin boards.  

Some of the artwork can be seen hanging on the walls at the Board of Education building on Chestnut Street.  Six of the creative 

art pieces are pictured above.   

ADRIANA’S DESIGN CHOSEN AS STATE WINNER

O ne Roselle Park student has been selected as a state winner in the Art Educators of 

New Jersey’s 2019 Youth Art Month Design Contest! 

 

A driana Maranhao-Neto, a fourth grader at Sherman School, has been selected by the 

Art Educators of New Jersey to represent the state during celebrations of Youth Art 
Month 2019.  Her artwork will appear on the 2019 State Youth Art Month button. 

 

Y Adriana’s art teacher, Carrie Russoniello has supported her in participating in the 
AENJ Youth Art Month design Contest since second grade.  We are excited that    

Adriana’s hard work and perseverance has been acknowledged. 
 

M ore than 100 entries from throughout the state were received, and only six works, 
including Adriana’s, were selected as design winners.  These designs can be viewed 

at https://aenj.org/yam-youth–art-month/ and will also be displayed at the New Jersey 
youth Art Month exhibit in the State House in Trenton during the month of March. 

MINA’S ARTWORK SELECTED 

O ne RP student, Mina Rodriguez, had her artwork exhibited at 

the Fall Art Exhibit sponsored by the Art Educators of New 

Jersey at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. Her 

artwork was one of only 30 chosen from all over the state of New 

Jersey!  The artwork was on display in the Victoria Theatre.     

Mina is pictured at right. 

SIX STUDENTS HONORED AT NJPAC 

S ix RP students had their artwork exhibited at the Art Exhibit sponsored by the Art   

Educators of New Jersey. The student artists were honored at the New Jersey Performing  

Arts Center in Newark, NJ. Their artworks were chosen out of 30 entries from all over the 

state of New Jersey! The artwork was on display in the Victoria Theatre from mid November 

to mid January. The student artists were honored on December 9th.  See photo at left. 

Above: The 2019 winning button 
design that will represent the 
State of New Jersey during 
celebration of Youth Art Month. 
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The Roselle Park School District 

does not discriminate against 

handicapped persons with regard to 

admission, access to, or treatment 

of employment in its programs,        

a c t i v i t i e s ,  and  vocat iona l      

opportunities.   

For more information, contact   

District Public 504 Compliance        

Officer, Mrs. Colleen Bodek at     

(908) 241-4550. 

:   

The Roselle Park School District 

guarantees each student equal     

educat iona l  oppor tuni t ies    

regardless of race, color, creed, 

religion, sex, ancestry, national 

origin, or racial or economic status.    

For more information contact     

District Affirmative Action       

Officer, Mrs. Paula Sicignano at 

(908) 298-6835.          

  

 


